[Study on the influence on Rhizoma Corydalis by different harvest time and processing methods].
To choose the best harvest time and initial processing method of Rhizoma Corydalis. Taking the content of tetrahydropalmatine and dry rates as major indices, different samples from different harvest time and different processing methods were investigated by HPLC. The C18 column (250 mm x 4.6 mm, 5 microm) was used with mobile phase of methanol-0.1% phosphoric acid solution (pH = 6.0, adjusted with triethylamine) (58: 42). The mobile phase flow rate was 1.0 mL/min. The detection wavelength was 280 nm. The contents of tetrahydropalmatine were similar although the harvest time was different. The dry rate on May 21 was higher than the others. The content of tetrahydropalmatine was the highest by steaming and reached 0.11%. The best harvest time for Rhizoma Corydalis is around 10 days after the above-ground plant wilted, and the best initial processing method for Rhizoma Corydalis is steaming.